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The language of Ayapa has been spoken in the land now known as Mexico for centuries. It has .........
(A)......... despite wars, revolutions, famines and floods. But now, like so many other endangered
languages, it's at risk of extinction. There are just two people left who can speak it fluently, ..........
(B)........ they refuse to talk to each other. Manuel Segovia, 75, and Isidro Velaz, 69, live 500 meters
apart in a village. It is not clear why they never really enjoy each other's company. Segovia retained
the habit of speaking Ayapa by conversing with his brother .......... (Q)........ about a decade ago. Segovia
still uses it with his son and wife who understand him, but cannot produce more than only ..........
(D)..coeee words themselves. Velaz does not regularly talk to anybody in his native tongue anymore. The
National Language Institute is planning a last attempt to get classes going in which the last two
surviving speakers can ......... (= their knowledge on to other locals.
A
practiced saved existed followed
B
despite besides instead but
C
until he died when dying after his death no matter he died

D
little lots of a few

\ many
P v

%

#
g.

e o0 aoyfo og



y&\ . S 5 5elio 3 —_— y
T X ARz ez 39 aasi v)9line SS e Jﬂj \

(23) E

pass take gain hear

What does it mean to say a language is extinct, dead or endangered? An extinct language is a language
that no longer has any speakers, while a dead language is one that is no longer the native language of
any community, even if it is still in use. An endangered language is one that is likely to become extinctv
in the near future.

Many languages are falling out of use and being replaced by others that are more widely used in the
region or nation, such as English in the U.S. or Spanish in Mexico. If the current situation does not
change, these endangered languages will become extinct within the next century. Many other
languages are no longer being learned by new generations of children or by new adult speakers; these
languages will become extinct when their last speaker dies. In fact, dozens of languages today have
only one native speaker still living, and that person’s death will mean its extinction.

Languages like Latin or Ancient Greek are considered dead because they are no longer spoken in the
form in which we find them in ancient writings. But they weren't suddenly replaced by other
languages; instead, Ancient Greek slowly evolved into Modern Greek, and Latin slowly evolved into
modern Italian, Spanish, French, Romanian, and other languages. In the same way, the Old English of
Chaucer’s day is no longer spoken, but it has developed into Modern English.

The fate of a language can be changed in a single generation if it is no longer being learned by
children. This has been true for some Yupik Eskimo communities in Alaska, where just 20 years ago all
of the children spoke Yupik; today the youngest speakers of Yupik in some of these communities are
in their 20s, and the children speak only English.

Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?
Spanish is the most widely used language in Mexico.
The extinction of a language can be both sudden and gradual.
The existence of many languages today depends on a single person’s life.

Endangered languages will surely become extinct within the next century.

All of the following languages originate from Latin EXCEPT .................. .

Italian Romanian German French

The author mentions the Yupik language in the last paragraph .................. .
to contrast the main idea of the same paragraph
to show how fast a language may fall out of use
to prove that it takes a lot of time for a language to die

to give an example of an endangered language likely to be extinct

The underlined word “ancient” is closest in meaning to ..................

old alive natural human
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